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A Long Island Encore
Westbury violinist returns home to play with youth orchestra

BY BETSY ABRAHAM
BABRAHAM@ANTONMEDIAGROUP.COM

Gerald “Jerry” Elias never expected 
to have a lifelong career in music—in 
fact, as a child his dream was to play 
fi rst base for the New York Yankees. 
However, the Westbury native traded 
his glove for a bow and has enjoyed 
an exciting career as a violinist for 
renowned orchestras. 

On April 17, Elias, a 1970 Westbury 
High School alum, returns to Long 

Island to play with the Long Island 
Youth Orchestra (LIYO), the group 
that played a formative role in his 
musical pursuits. Elias reached out 
to the LIYO about a year ago, asking 
them if they wanted to perform a 
piece that he composed. Th ey agreed, 
and asked him to come back and play 
a solo with the group. 

“I haven’t played with them since 
the mid-70s,” said Elias, 
now a Salt Lake City, Utah 
resident. “It’s going to be 

really exciting. It’s been a long time 
and I haven’t heard the orchestra for a 
long time. It will be great to work with 
them again.” 

Elias was concertmaster of the 
LIYO as a teenager, but his musical 
education began at a much younger 
age. While neither of his parents 
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BY ROHANIE PARBHOO
WESTBURY@ANTONMEDIAGROUP.COM

Residents in New Cassel stood 
outside of their homes and stared 
in awe as they watched a bulldozer 
smash into two homes last week. Th e 
incident, however, was no accident. 
In fact, the destruction of these two 
vacant homes on Sheridan Street in 
North Hempstead were part of an 
ongoing initiative to revitalize the New 
Cassel community. 

“Th ese homes have been eyesores 
in this community for far too many 
years,” said Town of North Hempstead 
Supervisor Judi Bosworth. “Th is was 
a concern that was bought to us and 
I, along with Councilwoman Russell, 
have been working hard to address 
this.”

“People are excited that this is hap-
pening,” said Councilwoman Viviana 
Russell. “We’re getting phone calls 

Sheridan Street Eyesores Torn Down
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First In Service Sales Team

First in Service is a full-service 
staffi ng fi rm headquartered in 
Ronkonkoma, NY with 4 other 
offi ces in both New York and 
Pennsylvania. FIS draws upon 
20 years of experience in the 
staffi ng industry, with a team of 
23 internal employees based 
out of Long Island, Pennsylvania, 
and Boca Raton, FL. Currently, 
the company specializes in sup-
plying top-grade employees in 
the following fi elds:
· Accounting and Finance
· Administrative and Professional
· Manufacturing and Production
· Industrial
· Legal

FIS Staffi ng is looking to 
expand their operations into 
other divisions such as Tech-
nology, Medical Administration 
and Creative Marketing. They 
are also looking into expanding 
their branches in other states 
throughout the country. With 
offi ces located in Ronkonkoma, 
Roslyn, Bay Shore, and 
Hazelton, PA they certainly 
have a clear vision for the future 
and a strategic plan in place 
to become a global leader in 
the staffi ng industry. FIS offers 
payroll solutions, temporary, 
temp-to-hire, and direct hire 
options to meet your daily 

staffi ng needs. With extended 
offi ce hours until 9pm Monday 
through Friday they can also be 
reached on Saturday until 3pm. 
Lastly, they have a 24-hour 
hot line with a dedicated live 
person who can assist you at 
any time. For additional infor-
mation, please contact Vanessa 
Gonzalez at 631-247-9900 or 
Mike Montalbano at 631-247-
9900. They can also be reached 
via email at vanessag@fi sstaff-
ingsolutions.com or miked@
fi sstaffi ngsolutions.com. Both 
are available to answer any 
questions that you may have.

We are the future of staffi ng! 
First in Service Staffi ng Solutions

216 Mineola Avenue • Roslyn Heights, NY 11577
Brian Goehringer, Owner • Offi ce # (800) 248-8687

played an instrument, Elias’ home 
was always fi lled with music, either 
from the record player that was 
regularly on or from his older siblings, 
who played the violin and piano. 
When he was 7-years-old, he began 
taking violin lessons. 

“I didn’t expect to love it so much. I 
fi gured it was something everyone does,” 
Elias said, noting that at fi rst, he would 
play baseball just as much as the violin. 
“It was just an activity. It felt comfortable 
for me to play and I enjoyed playing in 
community and school orchestras.” 

Soon after he began playing, Elias 
joined the LIYO under the direction of 
Martin Drewitz. As the self-described 
“black sheep” in his family, Elias said 
playing in the orchestra provided an out-
let for his rebellious teenage years. It also 
allowed him the opportunity to travel, 
instilling in him a lifelong wanderlust. 

“Drewitz would take us on these 
tours every summer and I really loved 
them,” Elias said. “It was so adventur-
ous and you got to see the world and 
diff erent cultures. It opened up a whole 
new door.” 

In addition to his hours spent in the 
LIYO, Elias was also involved in the 
Westbury school district music program. 
He said that the district had highly qual-
ifi ed musicians conducting, and though 
they were small groups, they worked 
hard and played good music. 

“I always found playing in orchestras 
edifying, not only from the music point 
of view but the social point of view,” Elias 
said. “You could hang out with 50 to 60 
other kids and expand your friendship. It 
was people of common interest.” 

And though he was immersed in 
diff erent orchestras, Elias still consid-
ered his music a hobby. Th at all changed 
during his last year at Yale, when he 
auditioned for the prestigious Boston 
Symphony Orchestra.

“I got in, and as soon as I graduated 
I had a full-time job, which was quite 
a luxury and stress relief,” Elias said. 
“Th at’s what really nailed it in for me.” 

Elias joined the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra at 22, where he spent 13 years 
playing with some of the best musicians 
in the country. He then took a position 
as the associate concert master of the 
Utah Symphony for 11 years. Since then, 
he’s been concertizing on his own and 
still plays with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra at Tanglewood, their summer 
music festival. 

Elias said there have been many 
moments that stick out to him over the 
years, both as a student and profession-
al. He said the mix of a great musical 
composition, with a skilled conductor 
and other talented musicians is key to 
a standout performance. But another 
element that makes a performance 
memorable is the audience. 

“Th ere are times when the energy of 
the audience is absolutely palatable to 

the musician,” Elias said. “When you 
have a combination of great music, great 
performers and a great performance, 
there’s nothing like it.” 

Music isn’t Elias’ only creative pursuit. 
He’s also written several fi ction books 
that center around the music world. 
Elias said he always enjoyed writing 
and initially wanted to write a fi ctional 
novel that would address diff erent issues 
that violin students face. After his initial 
manuscript was rejected several times, 
Elias reached out to an author that was 
teaching at Yale, who off ered sugges-
tions and helped him fi nd an agent. 
After at least 10 rewrites, what started 
out as a pedagogical novel, turned into a 
full-fl edged murder mystery. 

“As a kid I had always enjoyed 
reading mysteries like the Hardy Boys 
and Nancy Drew, so I decided to make 
this a murder mystery,” Elias said. His 
agent found a publisher for him with St. 
Martin’s Press and soon asked him to 
write a second, third and fourth book. “It 
confronts a lot of issues we deal with as 
classical musicians. Even for people who 
don’t know anything about classical 
music, they can enjoy reading it as a 
murder mystery.”  

At the April 17 concert at the Madison 
Th eater at Molloy, Elias will be signing 
and selling copies of his books to benefi t 
the LIYO. To learn more about Elias, visit 
www.geraldelias.com. Details about the 
LIYO show can be found at www.liyo.
org/schedule.html. 
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Local Art
This drawing was done by 

Westbury’s Bruce Malito. The 
charcoal on toned paper is 
called “Patience.”

The Westbury Times wants 
to publish the artwork of local 
residents. Whether you work 
in fingerpaints or pastels, clay 
or ink, take a photo of your 
creation (with a camera, not 
a cell phone) and email it 
to the editor at babraham@
antonmediagroup.com for 
possible publication. Please 
also include your name and a 
note about your creation.


